and dispose himself as if he were in the state of that
dying man ?   We begin to hear Christ's bell toll now,
and is not our bell in the chime ?   We must be in his
grave, before we come to his resurrection, and we must
be in his death-bed before we come to his grave : we
must do as he did, fast and pray, before we can say
as he said, that In manus tuas, Into thy hands O Lord
I  commend my Spirit.   You would not go into a
medicinal bath without some preparatives ;   presume
not upon that bath, the blood of Christ Jesus, in the
sacrament then, without preparatives neither.  Neither
say to yourselves, we shall have preparatives enough,
warnings enough, many more sermons before it come
to that, and so it is too soon yet ; you are not sure you
shall have more ;   not sure you shall have all this;
not sure you shall be affected with any.  If you be,
when you are, remember that as in that good custom
in these cities, you hear cheerful street-music in the
winter mornings, but yet there was a sad and doleful
bellman, that waked you, and called upon you two or
three hours before that music came ;   so for all that
blessed music which the servants of God shall present
to you in this place, it may be of use, that a poor bellman
waked you before, and though but by bis noise, prepared